
DATE: March 25, 2024 

TO: NMSU Faculty 

FROM: Gaylene Fasenko, Faculty Senate Chair 

SUBJECT: Leadership Changes at NMSU and Faculty Senate Elections 

Provost Leadership Change: 

As you have already likely heard via your email this morning, Provost Alan Shoho has decided to retire from 

NMSU. In his Monday Message this morning he stated that his last day was this past Friday, March 22, 2024. 

Shortly after this announcement, Interim President Jay Gogue sent out an email informing the NMSU community 

that Lakshmi Reddi, Dean of NMSU College of Engineering, will be serving as interim provost and chief 

academic officer, effective immediately. 

I suspect the NMSU community will be very shocked by this change and there will be many questions. Like you, 

I learned of this leadership change this morning and have no further information at this time, except for the 

following: 

• Senior Associate Provost, James McAteer has confirmed that all Promotion and Tenure decisions for 

academic year 23/24 have all been finalized, and HR is aware of the decisions. Dr. McAteer will be working 

to get the information out ASAP to all faculty who are waiting on P & T decisions. 

• A special meeting of the NMSU Board of Regents will be held this coming Thursday, March 28 beginning at 

8am. Announcements regarding the Interim President as well as the search for a permanent President 

will be made. Those that are interested can see the agenda and join the Webcast here. 

Faculty Senate Chair Election Results: 

It is my pleasure to announce that Vimal Chaitanya, Professor in the Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 

(MAE) Department in the College of Engineering (COE) has been elected as the next Faculty Senate Chair for the 

2024/2025 academic year. Chair-elect Chaitanya is currently Vice Chair of Faculty Senate and will assume the 

position of Chair the first day following the end of the spring semester (Wednesday, May 15, 2024). Chair-elect 

Chaitanya brings a depth and breadth of knowledge to the position. You can read his bio here. 

Current Elections for Faculty Senators: 

You have been receiving notifications from senior senators in your voting groups regarding elections for Faculty 

Senate. These leadership positions are critical to ensure shared governance and are particularly important during 

the leadership transitions that continue at NMSU. Please consider nominating yourself or a colleague. 

Thank You: 

The past few years at NMSU have been challenging and I suspect many of you feel exhausted. I offer a reminder 

that a main constant at NMSU has always been the faculty (and staff.) Through your dedication to research, 

teaching, outreach, and extension you provide the anchor that ensures the success of our students and the 

prosperity of our local and state community and beyond. I am proud and grateful to have you all as colleagues. 

Let’s continue to support each other and stay focused as we move forward. Thank you for all you do. 

https://regents.nmsu.edu/regent-meetings/BOR-Special-Meeting-Agenda-MARCH-28-2024.pdf
https://facultysenate.nmsu.edu/senators/senate-leadership.html

