NMSU Faculty Senate Meeting
March 7, 2024 - 4:00 p.m.
Domenici Hall Rm. 109 and Zoom

Minutes

1. Call to Order — Meeting called to order at 4:01 p.m.

2. Recognition of Guests
Ex-Officio members, Sr. Associate Provost James McAteer, many of the leaderships that are online

and in person.

3. Approval of Agenda
FS Chair, Gaylene Fasenko proposes a friendly amendment to remove Proposition 09 from New
Business.
Moved and seconded to approve agenda as amended.
Senate Leadership approved agenda.

4. Approval of Minutes of February 1, 2024 meeting
Moved and seconded to approve minutes.
Minutes approved and submitted.

5. Emergency Legislation
Proposition 08-23/24 — A Memorial in Appreciation of Carol Flinchbaugh’s Service to the Graduate
School from NMSU. T. Allred (NMSU-A); A. Lanasa (A&S); M. Buenemann (A&S); A. Hubbell (A&S);
E. England (HEST); P. MacGregor-Mendoza (A&S); C. Pedraza (HEST)
Moved and seconded to approve to consider Proposition 08-23/24 as emergency legislation.

Senate Vote: YES: (41); NO (3); ABSTAIN (0)
Senate approves Proposition 08-23/24 to be considered as emergency legislation and move to
Unfinished Business.

6. Reports of Officers
FS Chair, Gaylene Fasenko
Chair Fasenko reported that we are coming to the end of the school year and for the April 4
and May 2" meetings they will probably go a bit longer, plan ahead to be there a little longer
than usual. The main meeting will definitely play longer because we will be reporting on new
senators and so forth. Report on the election for Chair of Faculty Senate: for the 2024-25 school
year the term will begin May 15%". We had 2 candidates Vice Chair Vimal Chaitanya and Senator
Glenn Duff. Chair Fasenko thanked both of them for putting their names forward for this
position. By the Senate Constitution we have to report the votes, Vice Chair Chaitanya received
203 votes and Senator Glenn Duff received 73 votes. Thanking both of them, Vice Chaitanya will
be the next Chair of Faculty Senate.

FS Vice-Chair, Vimal Chaitanya
Vice-Chair Chaitanya continues to represent Faculty Senate on the Associate Deans for
Academics Council meetings also the Policy Steering Committee. They met with the leadership

of the NMSU, which means basically the President and the Provost. The monthly report will be

uploaded soon.

7. Reports of Standing Committees
Budget and Resources — Vimal Chaitanya, Chair



The committee met on February 13™. Kim Rumford attended as guest to give some updates, on
NMSU'’s legislative requests although at the time the legislative session was still underway. She
told the committee where the important items stand at this point. The committee also discussed
other issues that the Budget and Resources Committee can take up for consideration going
forward.

University Planning — Glenn Duff, Chair

The committee met on February 14%™. Dr. McAteer was present for the meeting and provided some
information on the updated or the proposed timeline for promotion. They gathered information
on each college when the packets are due and there’s also interesting information there on the
amount of time it takes from the middle level to the next level approval at the administrative level.
There was also discussion to encourage the provost office or the departments to kind of celebrate
tenure of the faculty rather than just inter departmental memo. Even just putting it on letterhead
would be much appreciated. Full report on FS website.

Curriculum and Programming — Gus Pifia, Chair
Committee met on February 8. Committee had a short meeting due to not having any.
Propositions to review. Full report on FS website.

Research and Creative Activity — Taryn Price, Chair

Chair Price was not available to give report, but Senator Arslan reported that they had a discussion
about how they can induce interdisciplinary collaboration within the University. They talked about
certain_incentives, both financial and non-financial alike. Also, they talked about some other
methods and mechanisms that can be used, especially given the context of their upcoming R1
status. Full report on FS website.

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion — Jamie Bronstein, Chair

The committee didn’t have any legislation, but they did have the new OIE William Nut as their
guest who talked about how our university reports as many or complaints as you’d expect from a
university of the size of UT Austin. He also talked a bit about why that is the case, and some
things that might be done in order to kind of amend the situation but most of them require
funding that NMSU doesn’t have at the moment. On the good side Chair Bronstein got a phone
call from Chief of Staff, Leslie Cervantes letting her know that the President allocated $10,000 to
the Vice President of EID in order to bring speakers to campus to celebrate indigenous people’s

day.

Student Success — Tawny Aguirre, Chair

Committee met on February 15, They had John Webster from the President’s office as their
guest, and he was looking for volunteers to serve on the anti-hazing Education Work group. 2
members from the committee (Tanya and Tawny) have already volunteered to serve on that
committee, if anybody else is interested they would welcome more faculty. They have also been
working with Rebecca Campbell and discussed Proposition 9, which was on the schedule but at
the leadership meeting they decided to work directly with the advising director and then go from
there.

8. New Business —
Proposition 09-23/24 — Waiving Viewing the Wider World Classes. T Aguirre (DACC), M Elshinawy
(Engineering), B Hampton (A&sS), J Rice (HEST), M Valadez (DACC), T. Allred (NMSU-A), T Conner
(HEST), K Finlator (A&S), S Lynch (HEST), J Mullen (Engineering), M Mapp (A&S)
With the friendly amendment from Chair Fasenko and the senate approving the amendment
Proposition 09-23/24 has been removed.




9.

10.

Unfinished Business —

Proposition 08-23/24 — A Memorial in Appreciation of Carol Flinchbaugh’s Service to the Graduate
School from NMSU. T. Allred (NMSU-A); A. Lanasa (A&S); M. Buenemann (A&S); A. Hubbell (A&S);
E. England (HEST); P. MacGregor-Mendoza (A&S); C. Pedraza (HEST)

Comments followed.

Senator Allred said a few words: Carol Flinchbaugh has worked tirelessly heading the Graduate
School and we just wanted to write something to tell her that we appreciate her. She was kind of
instrumental for many students getting them through their program.

Moved and seconded to approve.

Senate Vote:

YES: 44
NO: 3
ABSTAIN: -0-

Other Business —

Faculty Senate representation on General Education Course Certification Committee (GECCC)
Shelly Stovall has retired, she was in-charge of accreditation and assessment, and there is an interim
put in her place. There is a request from Dr. Ryan Goss, who is going to be leading the General
Education Course Certification Committee. He would like a representative from the Faculty Senate,
if anyone is interested, please send an email.

President’s Search

The five candidates came to campus on their respective days of campus interview. If you didn’t
attend the open forums they were recorded. There was feedback from the NMSU community to the
Board of Regents and they are tabulating and looking at the feedback from everyone. At this
juncture everything is pretty much out of our hands. They will now deliberate whether to offer one
or more of the candidates depending on if the first choice accepts or does not or there is always the
option to fail the search. One of the candidates has already withdrawn because he received another
offer and that was Richard Williams, who was from Utah Polytech. See Full FS Chair Report on the
website for more information on that. The Board of Regents meeting will be held on March 11,
Outcomes from Legislative session

Clayton Abbey, who is our Government Relations individual put forth a document on February 19%.
There is some information there, but not sure at this juncture whether or not all of this went
through. The last thing Gaylene heard was that we were getting a 3% salary increase across the
board for all higher education institutions, and there is going to be targeted money again for faculty
salary increases meaning targeted individual faculty increases that will be decided at the level of the
university. With that Gaylene would like to have more engagement with our legislators and
recommends we cannot wait until the legislative session right before or at the time of the legislative
session. Whether or not a seventh standing committee should be added, Gaylene will be refining the
Constitution and the bylaws for ratification through the Senate and the Constitution has to go
through faculty as well.

New Committee? Government Relations

Gaylene mentioned that the new committee will have to work all year round, because the summer
some of the summer hearings they already start deciding and if we expand and have a Government
Relations Standing Committee, we will have a better voice when the University is discussing
legislative priorities. Senator Bronstein commented that next year they can have house with the
Teachers Union people when they are discussing it and they also have a strong voice for public
education, including at the higher Ed level to be fully funded. Discussion followed on more topics.




11. Remarks and Announcements
a. FS Chair, Gaylene Fasenko
NONE
b. FS Vice-Chair /SLC Chair, Vimal Chaitanya
NONE

12. Adjournment — Meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m.

Present: FS Chair G. Fasenko, FS Vice Chair V. Chaitanya, D. VanLeeuwen, Dr. McAteer, S. Beck, P.
Avilucea, S. Ramos, S. Ellis, F. Arslan, H. Badawy, J. Tomaka, A. Romero, A. Ashley, C. Bond, C. De
Blieck, G. Duff, E. Gamboa, E. Oskey, F. Boutsen, J. Rice, J. Sandstrom, T. Heard, Z. Shen, J. White, K.
Sharp-Hopskins, K. Kopera-Frye, K. Lopez-Gallagher, K. Finlator, L. Hermanson, M. Valadez, M.
Buenemann, P. Skelton, F. Figueroa, R. Li, S. Gordon, S. Walker, T. Allred, T. Aguirre, T. Conner, T.
Manz, G. Pifia, M. Elshinawy, R. Gioannini, E. Henrick, J. Bronstein, S. Shabazz, J. Mullen, I. Pedraza,
Rec. Sec. Cisneros, Parliamentarian LaPlue.





